
                                                                  
 

 

The Bl ue Fl ag 

A de mandi ng label for safer beaches 
 

The Bl ue Fl ag is a hall mark of outstandi ng environ ment al quality. 

Created by t he French office of the Foundati on for Environment al Education i n Europe i n 1985, 
t he l abel is managed worldwi de by t he Foundati on for Environment al Educati on (FEE), a net work 
of NGOs i n 78 countri es that pro mot e and i mpl eme nt environment al educati on and awareness 
progra ms.  

No w present i n 50 countri es on every conti nent, the Bl ue Fl ag is a gl obal bench mark for touris m, 
t he environment, and sustai nabl e devel op ment.  

Each year, the Bl ue Fl ag is awarded to coastal communities i n charge of beach manage ment t hat 
pursue an ongoi ng policy of sustai nabl e touris m devel op ment.  It also recogni zes mari na managers 
co mmi tted to sustai nable devel op ment.  

The Bl ue Fl ag progra m pro mot es the sustai nabl e devel op ment of beaches and mari nas t hat 
co mpl y wit h stri ngent standards for water quality, environment al educati on and i nf or mati on, 
environment al manage ment, safety, and ot her servi ces.  

 

Bl ue Fl ag Standards 

The Bl ue Fl ag hoisted on a beach or mari na, stands for outstandi ng environment al quality and 
conveys a positive, dyna mi c i mage to resi dents and visitors ali ke.  It al so pro mot es greater 
awareness of the need to act wit h greater respect for nat ure and its treasures.  This is achi eved 
t hrough t he foll owi ng acti ons: enhanced standards for water quality, environment al educati on, 
environment al manage ment, safety, and services.  

As a tourist, goi ng to a Bl ue Fl ag beach means choosi ng a site that offers a range of facilities 
desi gned to mi ni mi ze t he i mpact of touris m.  Waste sorti ng facilities are avail abl e, and sanitary 
facilities ensure bat hi ng water quality.  Safety and accessi bility for all are key, and so is t he 
avail ability of i nf or mati on on bat hi ng water quality and l ocal fl ora and fauna.  Throughout t he 
year, and especi ally duri ng summer, the l abel' s guarant ors run a vari ety of acti vities to raise 
environment al awareness.  

 

Label ed Mari nas 

Label ed mari nas are pl aces where environment al and mari ne protecti on is a pri ority. Yachts men 
have access to careening areas that do not di scharge i nt o t he nat ural environment, boat 
wastewat er recovery syste ms, and speci al waste recovery areas. Just like local aut horities, Bl ue 
Fl ag mari nas provi de environment al activities to make boaters and visitors aware of the fragility 
of the environment.  


